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Early County was created in 1818 from land acquired in
the treaty with the Creek Indians in 1814. The county was
named in honor of Governor Peter Early. He was governor
of Georgia from 1813 to 1815.

Blakely, the county seat, was established in 1825. The
town was named in honor of Captain Johnston Blakely. He
was a United States Naval hero in the War of 1812. Blakely
was incorporated as a town in 1871. In 1900 an amendment
to the charter created and incorporated the city of Blakely.

The county is situated in the southwest corner of the state.
It is some fourteen miles east of the Chattahoochee River
which forms the Early County and State of Georgia boundary
line with Alabama.

The original Blakely County contained approximately
3,750 square miles. Eleven counties have been formed from
Blakely. Today it covers an area of 514.32 square miles.

Little is known as to why Early County or, for that matter,
the entire southwest Georgia was not included in the original
charter creating the colony of Georgia. Several flags have
flown over this area including Spain, France, England, the
Confederate States of America and the United States.

The original Early County was created in 1818 and included

much of southwest Georgia.

It contained approximately

3,750 square miles as compared to its size today of 514.32

square miles.

Creek Indians inhabited the middle and southern portions
of Georgia at this time and were hostile to Americans.
They aided the British in the War of 1812. They attacked
settlements in middle and lower Georgia and Alabama. The
most tragic was the massacre at Fort Mims in Alabama.
Distributed by this, the government sent several expeditions
against the Creeks, one of which was led by Major General
Andrew Jackson. General Jackson conquered the Creeks
and obtained a treaty in 1814. In this treaty the Creek Indians
gave up a large body of land in southern Georgia which
included the territory that became Early County.

The signing of this treaty with the Creek Indian Nation
settled the claims on the South Georgia Territory. Now new
counties could be established. By an act of the Georgia
Legislature on December 15, 1818, three counties were
created. They included Early, Irwin, and Appling.

Settlement of Early County began in 1817. There was no
election of county officers until the Legislative Session of
1819. The first court was held on March 27, 1820. Blakely
became the county seat in 1825. The town of Blakely was
incorporated in 1871. In 1900 an amendment to the charter
incorporated the city of Blakely.
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